Equimolar amounts of Cu(NO 3 ) 2 ·6 H 2 Oa nd hexamethylenetetramine were dissolved in water and stirred to aclear blue green solution [1, 2] . After the solution was kept on air for three days, large green crystals were collected, washed with water, and dried in avacuum desiccator with CaCl 2 (yield 78%).
Discussion
Copper(II) complexes with organic ligands containing nitrogen donor atoms have very important physical and biological properties [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] . When trying to synthesize copper(II) complexes with polyamines, we isolated crystalline compounds with hydrated metal ions. Studies on the crystal structure of hydrate metal ions are important in understanding behaviors of the metal ions in aqueous solutions. Recently several papers reported some crystal structures of aqueous nickel(II) [1, 2, 8, 9] and iron(II) ions [9] . The crystal structure of the title compound with an aqueous copper(II) complex ion is similar to that of the iron(II) complex [8] . Both consist of acomplex dication, two nitrate anions, two free hexamethelenetetramine molecules and four lattice water molecules. Each central copper atom is coordinated by six oxygen atoms from six water molecules, forming as lightly distorted octahedral arrangement around the metal. The average Cu-O bond length is 2.05(2) Å,which is in the expected range. All water molecules form hydrogen bonds, which link the individual complex species into a3Dstructure. (5) 2i -0.0304 (7) 0.3214 (7) 0.5379 (5) 
